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The Enlightenment of American University Governance to Modern
University System with Chinese Characteristics

Wang Yajie
(Yan’an University, Yan’an 716000)

Abstract: To establish modern university management system with Chinese characteristics is the total
requirement and goal of deepening China’s higher education reform. American university govemance experienced
three stages: board legal autonomy, the principal leading governance, and “ co-governance” of stakeholders. Its
main features and advantages are the following four aspects: co—governance, trust delegation, special committee,
and accrual layered. The development process of American university governance and the successful experiments
of co—governance can give us good enlightenments: establish modern university management system with Chinese
characteristics must have a correct ideological understanding; university governance structure is the foundation of
modern university system, perfecting the governance structure of university is a basic condition to realize the
effective governance; The premise of establishing the modern university management system with Chinese
characteristics must actually carry out university’ subject position of administrating college according to law,
autonomy and independence; Further improving the kemel of the modem university system with Chinese
characteristics, which are “leadership of party committee, president responsibility, professor’s academic
governance and democratic management”.

Key words: university governance; American university; governance structure; modern university governance
system construction
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