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Social Micro-foundation and Constructed Reality of Modern Chinese University
from Temporal Perspective: Case of Governance by Professors in China
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Time is a taken-for-granted reality. Governance by professors as a core institution and mechanism for
modern Chinese university is more than a past history, idea, or a policy text to follow. It is rather a
practicing institution constructed by actors in the real-world of the university. This paper aims at
illuminating the discussion of governance by professors in the Chinese universities from a temporal
perspective and analyzing the likely practice in reality from professors’ time and stress, organizational

coordination of time and interpersonal coordination of time.
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