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An Empirical Study on College Students” Learning
Situation and Influence Mechanism in China

Shi Qiuheng & Guo Jianpeng

Abstract: By applying the stratified cluster sampling method and the self-designed questionnaires, the study has
investigated 92 122 college students on their learning view, perceptions of teaching environment, approaches to learning,
and learning gains from 52 universities and colleges in 23 provinces, direct—administered cities and autonomous regions
in China. The result has shown that, although students” learning view, perceptions of teaching environment, approaches
to learning, and learning gains are positive, still need to be improved. Students” learning view and perceptions of teaching
environment have directly influenced their learning gains, and the indirect approaches to learning have also influenced
learning gains. The influence of learning view, perceptions of teaching environment, and approaches to learning on
learning gains was different among different types of colleges. Based on the results of the investigation of the learning
situation and the analysis of index structure, it is suggested that we should change students” learning view and approaches
to learning, and strengthen the multidimensional learning experience of the students; promote teachers” teaching ability
and boost the multidimensional interaction of the students; deepen curriculum teaching reform in higher education and
comprehensively improve the learning effects of the students; carry out classified management and develop the respective
running style of universities; establish national quality evaluation system of universities and consistently monitor the
quality of national students” classified teaching.
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